CHAPTER V

ABT STUDY  IN  AMERICA

DURING the time of my preparation for entry to
college, a wandering artist had happened to find his
way to Schenectady, one of the restless victims of
his temperament, to whose unrest fate had given
other motives for change than his occupation. He
was an Englishman by the name of John Wilson,
a pupil of the brothers Alfred and Edward Chalons,
fashionable London miniature painters of the early
part of the century. In years long gone by he had
established himself at St. Petersburg as a portrait
painter, but, losing his wife and two children by a
flood of the Neva, which occurred during his mo-
mentary absence in England, he abandoned Eussia
and went to one of the Western States of America
and gave himself up to agriculture. Here fate
found him again, and, after losing another wife and
other children, he became a wanderer, interested in
everything new and strange. He had been taken
by Pitman's then new phonography, and his chief
occupation at that time was teaching it wherever
at any school he could form a class. He came to
Union College, to this end, and had been recom-
mended to my mother for board and lodging, and
she gladly availed herself of the opportunity to getin the class who did their Greek better than I,
